
November Art Literacy Project 
 
Artist – Edouard Manet (1832-1883) – French painter  
 

Edouard Manet was born in 
Paris, France, on January 
23, 1832, to a wealthy and 
distinguished family. He 
was a transitional figure in 
19th century French 
painting bridging the 
classical tradition of 
Realism and the new style 
of Impressionism in the 
mid-1800s. 
 
Manet was a pioneer in 
depicting modern life by 
generating interest in this 
new subject matter. He 
borrowed a lighter palette 
and freer brushwork from 
the Impressionists. 
However, unlike the 
Impressionists, he did not 

abandon the use of black in his painting and he continued to paint in his studio. He refused to show his 
work in the Impressionist exhibitions, instead preferring the traditional Salon. Manet used strong 
contrasts and bold colors. His works contained flattened shapes created by harsh light and he eliminated 
tonal gradations in favor of patches of “pure color.” He painted a variety of everyday subjects, with an 
emphasis on figures and still life elements. 
 

Elements & Principles – Color and 

 
Color – Color has three properties: hue, which is the name of the color; value, referring to the lightness 
or darkness of the color; and intensity, referring to the purity of the hue. Primary colors are yellow, red 
and blue. Secondary colors are orange, green and purple. Warm colors appear to advance toward the 
viewer, while cool colors appear to recede in an artwork. Manet painted with a restricted palette of 
“pure colors” avoiding intermediate tones or gradations of value. 
 
Contrast – Contrast refers to differences in values, colors, textures, shapes, and other elements that 
create visual excitement and add interest to a work of art. Value contrast is most evident when black is 
next to white. Contrast of color intensity occurs when a pure, intense color is next to a muted or grayed 
color. Shape contrast occurs when positive and negative shapes or geometric and organic shapes are 
juxtaposed. Manet contrasted negative background shapes with positive shapes, and light values against 
dark values for emphasis. 

 
Project –  
 
This month students will create a still life painting of a vase of flowers, using watercolors on paper. 
 

A Bar at the Folies-Bergere 



We’ve attached the coloring page of Manet’s “The Fifer” just for fun! Your child can color it, can give it to 
a younger sibling… You can color it, if you like. We just hope it helps start a conversation about art. 
 

 


